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Given humanity’s extraordinary capacity for creativity 
and compassion, have you ever wondered why we have 

not solved our most basic global challenges?  
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Science and technology continue to 
evolve at an exponential rate…

…yet, we have not prioritized their 
application to benefit all those in 

need around the world.
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The Internet has made it possible for 
us to instantly connect with anyone…

and, loneliness is on the rise, with 
3x as many people reporting they don’t  
discuss important matters with anyone.
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*Click here for a link to this study spanning nearly 30 years (1985 - 2004)



Even when we think we are working to help others,  
closer examination reveals our self serving drives at play.
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Between 2001-2011, nonprofits have become a massive business.   
~$316B was given away in 2012 in the US alone  

and more than 9.4M were employed without much result. 
*Click here to read NYT article 

GREED EGO

EGO

http://www.cnbc.com/id/100831257
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/07/27/opinion/the-charitable-industrial-complex.html?_r=0


With all the amazing advances we have made in 
other areas, certainly we are capable of solving 
these, and other global fundamental problems.

What do you think is stopping us?
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Science tells us that…

We are wired for survival, protecting ‘my’ DNA, territory, 
and food supply, which extends to ‘my’ ego, family, 
religion, and brand.

The nature of our brain is to conserve energy. It locks us 
into unconscious habitual patterns, making it very 
difficult to objectively see and change our behaviors.  

Our social systems maintain and rewards our competitive 
nature.
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Science also tells us that:

We are wired for compassion and cooperation.

We can rewire our competitive nature only if we are 
willing to see and accept this nature; discover and 
understand what maintains it; realize what it costs us; 
and create new systems that reward cooperation.
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We need to move from 

consciousness.
EGO(me)  to  ECO(we)
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To get insight into our potential for moving from Ego to Eco,  
we looked at what is already happening in our world.

Science Spirituality

Technology

We chose to research and document a sample of work in the fields of  
Science, Spirituality, and Technology, which impact human consciousness.
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This is what we discovered…

We found leading research, 
products, and organizations in 
distinct fields that are impacting 
human consciousness.

From a preliminary snapshot of more than 600 data 
points, we learned of a massive market that is 
expanding exponentially.  For example, there has 
been an explosion of pervasive neurotech patents 
between 2010-2014. 

Psychology

Positive Psychology

Developmental 
Psychology

Neuropsychology

Neurofeedback

Mindfulness

Artificial 
Intelligence

Quantified Self

Meditation

Video Games Virtual Reality

Neuroscience

Neurobiology

Neurostimulation
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*Click here to read the study

http://sharpbrains.wpengine.com/pervasive-neurotechnology/


We found that work is being done around the world…

Japan 
Scientists have learned how 
to discover what you are 
dreaming about while you 
sleep. (click here)

Australia 
D a v i d C h r i s t i a n i s 
asking “What does it 
mean to be human?” 
through the Big History 
Project. (click here)

China 
Chinese Search Engine 
giant Baidu’s Institute for 
Deep Learning, is focused 
o n t a k i n g A r t i fi c i a l 
Intelligence to the next 
level. (click here)

World Wide  
UNICEF launched the Wearables 
for Good challenge to develop 
affordable, innovative solutions to 
make wearables & sensor tech a 
game-changer for women and 
children around the world. (click 
here)

Latin America 
The LABMAN initiative is 
joining efforts to promote 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
neuroimaging methods at a 
supra-national level. (click 
here)
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http://www.nature.com/news/scientists-read-dreams-1.11625
http://www.cns.atr.jp/en/
https://www.bighistoryproject.com
http://idl.baidu.com
http://wearablesforgood.com
http://www.labman.org


What we also found is that even within these leading progressive fields, 
people are still mostly working in EGO-centered, independent silos, rather 
than reaching out to diverse fields and integrating their knowledge base.

Science

Spirituality

Technology

Stress & 
Disease

Awareness

Depression

Depression

Inner-
Peace

Awareness

Compassion

Happiness

Happiness
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 NO WONDER WE ALL FEEL SO ALONE!       



We believe that in order to achieve a holistic and global impact, we need 
to create an integrated, ECO-centric approach to problem solving.

Community Impact

Individual Change

Stand-Alone Efforts Cooperation
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What if the people working on 
these efforts, and others like them, 
came together, inquired together, 
and worked together? 

What might we create?
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We are spearheading the development of  a global platform 
for Integrated Cooperation

An online and offline platform to support a new wECOnomy, one that rewards 
interdisciplinary cooperation, authentic relationships, social innovation, and 
investing in the unique gifts that each of us is born with.   

It will be a place to find values-aligned partners, explore personal development, 
grow together, and invest money in the new value system of Integrated 
Cooperation. The platform includes:

Financing vehicles that attract philanthropists and investors to the 
most innovative, cooperative and scaleable projects

Open-Source database where people can upload information on 
their research, service, or product and find like-hearted initiative

Matchmaking service to find co-creators and resources (manpower, 
complimentary technology, etc.) 

Project management tools and coaching support to help projects 
move from A to Z
Personal development tools and coaching support to help co-
creators flow through their biggest hurdles to creativity (often 
themselves)
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The team that developed the AWARENESS application, which 
helps people discover and connect to their emotions, reaches 
out to…
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..they partner with the multi-disciplinary team that developed the 
MindUP school-based program that helps children manage their 
emotions, to create something new.

…the team that developed the IF Game,  a video games 
that teaches children emotional and social skills, and…

Here is an example of what might emerge from this new platform:

+

+

http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://www.ifyoucan.org
http://thehawnfoundation.org/mindup/
http://thehawnfoundation.org/mindup/
http://thehawnfoundation.org/mindup/
http://thehawnfoundation.org/mindup/
http://thehawnfoundation.org/mindup/
http://awarenessapp.net
http://awarenessapp.net
http://awarenessapp.net
http://awarenessapp.net
http://awarenessapp.net
http://awarenessapp.net
http://awarenessapp.net


• Psychologists, neuroscientist, designers, programmers and storytellers 
develop a fun and challenging video game, which rewards children for 
compassionate behaviors and integrates the game into the classroom curriculum. 

• The Video Games Incentivizes Real World Behavior: In order to reach level 3 of 
the game, the child exhibits compassion in her real life. Teachers and parents 
provide a level unlocking code once behaviors are verified at home and in school. 

• Peer Networks Reinforce Behavior: Children in the same class can follow each 
other’s levels, serving as an additional incentive to achieve the game’s highest 
levels.
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Together they combine their diverse experiences in their areas of 
expertise and create online/offline integrated video games.  



Why leap with us?

Our members have decades of experience pushing the 
boundaries of cooperation, and have established durable new 
pathways in fields ranging from personal, community and 
corporate development, to science, technology and the arts. 

We have deep understanding of and appreciation for the 
complexities of the human heart, mind and spirit, and their 
impact on individuals, relationships, communities. 

We have begun to apply our deep knowledge of personal 
development to create tools that facilitate and support our 
coming together.

EXPERIENCE

KNOWLEDGE

TOOLS

And we need each other!  We are clear that 
humanity cannot thrive unless we work together. 
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Because we are not alone!



What might your contribution be?

It’s time humanity leaps forward to create a healthy and 
vibrant planet for all its inhabitants.

info@leapforward.us 19

If the vision and intention of our platform inspires you, and you 
see a way for you to participate in its co-creation,  

Leap with US!

The Co-creation of this platform will embody the change we want to 
see in the world.  We invite you to help us transcend our current 

blocks to cooperation and bring humanity’s creative genius together.

mailto:info@leapforward.us


Our Team Our Advisors

Eric Rassman: I move money towards the well being of 
all and create environments that facilitate that process. 
www.linkedin.com/in/ericrassman 

Ronit Herzfeld: I help people discover their authentic 
selves and challenge them to take charge of their lives.  
www.linkedin.com/pub/ronit-herzfeld/15/24b/509 

David Hersey: I help people relate to each other 
through technology, software, and leadership 
coaching.  www.linkedin.com/in/davidhersey 

Mikey Siegel: Mikey works with the transformative 
potential of and intersection of technology and self 
exploration.  www.linkedin.com/in/mikeysiegel  

Judy Wicks: Judy builds compassionate economies as 
an entrepreneur, writer, public speaker, and non-profit 
leader.  www.judywicks.com  

Art Norins: Art brings ideas/visions to life as an 
entrepreneur, inventor, philanthropist and angel 
investor. www.nor1.com/about/managment-team  

Zoran Josipovic: Zoran is a Neuroscientist and 
researcher, focused on non duality and consciousness. 
www.psych.nyu.edu/josipovic  

Topher Wilkins: Topher is a convener and connector 
for the purposes of social change for over a decade. 
www.linkedin.com/in/topherwilkins  

Gail Taylor: Gail brings more than five decades 
experience of group facilitation, instructional design, 
and experiential learning.  www.tomorrowmakers.org 
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Shamini Jain: Shamini runs a collaborative accelerator 
creating real-world applications of consciousness and 
healing practices. www.linkedin.com/in/shaminijain 



Appendix: Methodological Notes

info@leapforward.us

The Lay of the Land snapshot is an initial basis for a larger and deeper examination of the 
work being done that impacts human consciousness. 

As such, the focus was on prototyping a platform with a sample of current work impacting 
consciousness that allowed contributions and iteration from a group of researchers and 
practitioners.  

This platform includes a database of research organizations, studies, products and 
individuals engaged in related work. 

Researchers used publicly available data to determine valid inclusion in the database. For 
inclusion, work had to show a objective reliability indicator. For example, being presented in 
peer-reviewed journals, major news outlets or in association with a recognized research 
institutions.  

Highlighted examples from this database focused on demonstrating the potential and 
validated positive impact of technology on the development of human consciousness at a 
variety of scales. 

Click Here to Search the Lay of the Land Database
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